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President’s Corner
By Sam Klippa—Co. D-331

Hello Fellows:

A hearty hello to all you new members
who bave helped to make this the biggest
year in the history of the Association.
Welcome aboard, fel-
lows, and I'm sure
that all of you will
find you made a
move in the right di-
rection. Hope that
you will pass the
word along to all
your buddies, those
with whom you've
kept in contact all
these years, and try
to convince them to
join the Association
also. We could very
easily have passed
that 1000 mark in paid up membership
this year if those 150 or so last year’s
members, who have not yet sent in their
dues, had responded. Let’s go fellows, let’s
keep on breaking the record each year
from now on as there is no reason why our
. Association can’t be one of the largest of
its kind in the country.

This is by far the best year for us but
only because of men like Vie Landis and
Harry Lockwood who work so hard to see
that we get the right kind of publicity
and advertising. The news of our mem-
bership and about the reunion has been
published in all newspapers around the
country and, from time to time, I have
been hearing it on many of our local radio

stations. I'm sure that the news has reach-
ed more 83rd men this year than ever be-
fore. Congratulations to Harry and Vie
for a job well done and to all the officers
and men who are deing their share and to
those writing to their buddies to keep them
informed about the goings on within the
Association.

Time is flying by quite fast these days
and it seems like only yesterday that I
wrote the last column. Many things have
been acccmplished since then and this is-
sue carries a lot of news and information
about the reunion and its program. Many
hours c¢f hard work have gone into mak-
ing this the best possible program and a
program that all will enjoy. Many thanks
to the officers and men of the Pittsburgh
Chapter for a job well done also.

Here is a rundown on the program:

Thursday, August 11, 1966 — A tour
of the Heinz 57 Varieties Food Plant and
“Brauns Baking Company.” These tours
start at 1 p.m. sharp. The evening will
be gect acquainted night wtih a one hour
T.V. special movie to be shown as a pre-
view to the one that A.B.C. television will
show this fall. The movie is titled “Battle
of the Bulge - The Brave Rifles” and was
produced by a former 83rd man, Laurence
E. Mascott of Mascott Productions in Cal-
ifornia. This is a movie that I'm sure none
of yvou will want to miss because the 83rd
is specifically mentioned in it. I've been
told by Mr. Mascott that we probably will
get some advertising from A.B.C. for the
preview showing at our annual banquet
on June 4. here in Pittsburgh. This will
be the day the executive board will again
meet here. All of you who can make it to
this affair are invited but you’d better
contact us for further information real
soon as only a limited number can attend.
First come, first served. Write to me at
1500 Mutual St., Pittsburgh, Penna. 15204.

Friday, August 12, 1966 — Buses will
leave the hotel about 9:30 a.m. for a tour
of the South Hills Shopping Center, the
largest of its kind under one roof between
Chicago and New York City. It’s a fab-
ulous place where you can buy just about
anything at all and do it in air-conditioned
comfort without leaving the building. Free
prizes will be given away on this tour.
Friday afternoon will be the tour of the
Duquesne Brewery and the evening will
be lcaded with fun for everybody on a
brand new boat that is just being com-
pleted. A buffet dinner will be served on
board with dancing and refreshments to
follow while cruising the rivers. Sea food
will be served to those who prefer it.

Saturday, August 13, 1966 — The last
day of the reunion is almost standard pro-
cedure each year and there isn’t much that
could be added to it. Business meeting in
the morning while the women catch up on
some sleep or do their last minute shop-
ping. After the business meeting, unit



luncheons followed by the Memorial Ser-
vice with the famous 83rd Banquet to cul-
minate the proceedings in the evening.
Bishop Wright, of the Pittsburgh Diocese
has accepted our invitation to the Memor-
ial Service. As you can see our schedule
is a full one and we are going to insist
cn everything starting on time.

Just a few reminders before I close.
Take a lecok at ycur membership card and
see if you still are a paid up member.
If not, please send in your dues now and
help us reach that 1000 mark that we
have been trying for all these years. In
future correspondence always include your
Zip Ccde number in your address as per
new postal regulations.

Hotel rcom reservation cards in this
issue should be sent in as soon as possible
as we have an agreement with the hotel
to held the block of rooms only up to 30
days before the Reunion after which it
will be on a first come, first served basis.
Don’t wait until the last minute if you
can help it.

I've sent out bumper stickers to each
cf the other chapters and anyone reading
this column who would care to display
one on his auto bumper I'd be glad to send
it to you. Contributions are on a voluntary
basis and will be used to cover the cost
¢f printing and mailing.

The greater Pittsburgh Chapter will be
sending out personal invitations to more
than 2300 mén in my files soon and we
certainly hope that the time and effort
going into this task will show in the at-
tendance at the Reunion. We still believe
we are on the way to the biggest yet so
don’t let us down. Just remember the
dates, August 11, 12 and 13, 1966 at the
Pittsburgh-Hilton Hotel.

Don’t forget to send in your ads for
the program journal as socn as you can
and avoid the last minute rush. Personal
ads are very important and we are going
to try to keep the company ads separate
if there are enough of you who send
them in. Pittsburgh Chapter men are writ-
ing to their respective company members
to try for enough to fill a full page. This
is a good idea and we’d like to see it car-
ried on by mecre of you.

So long for now and God bless you all.

Ton Ten In

Paid Up Membership

Co. F-329 50
Co. G-331 42
Div. Hgtrs. ; 32
308 Engineers 29
323 FA 25
324 FA 25
Co. F-330 24
All Medics 24
Co. M-331 23
Co. D-330 22
908 FA 22

Chaplain’s Corner

Dear Comrades:

As Memorial Day approaches, the day
we set aside to honor our Nation’s dead,
let us firmly resolve
that their sacrifice
shall not have been
in vain — by meet-
ing our responsibili-
ties in 1966 to keep
this nation free, to
fight communism or
any other tyranny,
whenever and wher-
ever it appears on
this earth.

The following Dec-
cration Day Hymn,
whose author is -un-

" known, seems so ap-
propriate to relate to you:
Ccver them over with beautiful flowers,
Deck them with garlands, those brothers
of ours,
Lying so silent by night and by day,
Sleeping the years of their manhood
away,
Give them the meed they have won

in the past,

Give them the honors their future -
forecast,

Give them the chaplets they won

in the strife,

Give them the laurels they lost

with their life.

Cover them over, yes cover them over,
Parent and husband, brother and lover,
Crown in your hearts those dead

heroes of ours,

Cover them cver with beautiful flowers,

Cover their hearts that have beaten *
so high,

Beaten with hopes that were doomed
but to die.

Hearts that have burned in the heat

of the fray,

Hearts that have yearned for the home
far away, ‘

Once they were glowing with frienship
and love,

Ncw their oreat souls have gone
soaring above,

Bravely their blood to the nation

they gave,

Then, in her bosom, they found them

a grave.

Cover the thousands who sleep

far away,

Sleev where their friends cannot find
them today,

They. who in mountain, and hillside,
and dell,

Rest where they wearied, and lie where
they fell,

Scftlv the grass blades creep round
their renoce,

Sweetlv above them the wild

floweret blows,

(Continued Next Page)



Zephyrs of freedom fly gently o’erhead,
Whispering prayers for the patriot dead.
When the long years have rolled slowly
away,
E’en to the dawn of earth’s funeral day,
When at the Angels’ loud trumpet and
tread,
Rise up the faces and forms of the dead,
When the great world its last Judgment
awaits,
When the blue sky shall fling open
its gates,
And our leng columns march sﬂently
through,
Past the great captain for final review.
Blessings for garlands shall cover
them over,
Parent and husband, brether and lover,
God will reward those dead heroes
of ours, ,
Cover them over with beautiful flowers.
May God richly bless and keep you and
yours forever, Amen.
Faithfully,
William O. Shuman—Divarty
Chaplain
83rd Infantry Division Assn.

Secretary-Treasurer Retiring

Buddies of the Division Assn.

After some very serious consideration,
due to health and other reasons, I think
it to be in the best interest of our wonder-
ful Association that I retire as Secretary-
Treasurer of the 83rd Infantry Division
Association, Inc., and as Editor of “Thun-
derbolt” to beccme effective at the Re-
union in Pittsburgh, Penna. in August of
this year.

I have been your Secretary-Treasurer
since 1959: it has been a pleasure working
with you and for you and I have enjoyed
every moment of it.

If I have been, in any way, responsible
for the success achieved by the Associa-
tion these past few years, it is because of
and due. to the wonderful cooperation I
< received from some cof you members for
which I am grateful.

I am grateful, also, for the confidence
you placed in me and I trust that my ef-
forts, as your Secretary-Treasurer, met
with your approval.

To your new secretary-treasurer and to
you, my friends and buddies, I pledge that
if, at any time, the experience that I may
have acquired during my seven years as
Secretary-Treasurer is of any help, please
don’t hestitate as any advice and assist-
ance I can give is yours for the asking.

Sincerely,
Harry W. Lockwood
Secretary-Treasurer

Greater Boston
Chapter News

By Nick Francullo
Hgq. Co. 3rd Bn. - 330

Here we are again and I'm happy to
say that we are all thawed out from the
big winter.

Received word that
Olga Amicone had a
major operation and
we hope that she is
feeling better and
back in one piece
again.

Chuck Abdinoor,
our rug merchant, is
very busy working
day and night to
make enough money
to attend the reunion.

We held a meeting
at Pat Di Giamer-

SRR ino’s house on April
17 . to talk over ways of making money to
go to the reunion.

We will have a get-together on June 11
at Malden, Mass. and on July 17 we’ll have
a cook-out at Chuck Abdinoor’s place in
Dracut, Mass. and are looking for a big
time, in each case, as always.

The children were asking if there will
be a live T.V. show in Pittsburgh that they
can attend. How about it, Sam?

Just received word from Mike Caprio
that Mary Del Padrz and her three daugh-
ters were in an auto accident and that
Mary was in the hospital for six weeks.
They are getting along well now, though. -

Larry Arrigo’s son, John, was on T.V.
Channel 38 with the St. Catherine’s Church
Choir. Seems like John made the big time.
Oh yes, John, how are your rabbits doing ?

Read the story in Readers Digest, “The
Last Battle”. A very good story, indeed
and quite a bit about the 83rd. Read it if
you can, I'm sure you'll enJoy it. March
and Aprll issues.

Joe Petrucci tells me that the Suburban
Auto Garage, owned by Art Tartaglia is
%ciing' strong after the nasty winter we

ad.

That’s it for now. Hope to see you all
at the reunion.

SEND YOUR DUES TO
THE SECRETARY

Harry W. Lockwood

43 OAKLAND AVE.
JERSEY CITY, N. J. 07306

The cover cut for this issue was done by John M. Noe, Division Artillery and the message

was sent in by Manny Pacheco, Co. L-331.



Greater Pittsburgh
Chapter News

By Greer Thompson
324 F. A. Bn.

Reunion time is near. We in Pittsburgh
have several promotion ideas to try to
hz2lp our membership grow; besides mak-
ing plans to attend the reunion.

One of our many active members in pro-
mocicn this year presented a very attrac-
tice and large poster at our last meeting
held at New Italian Hall in Monessen, Pa.,
April 3, 1966.

Another member presented us with sev-
eral hundred copies of the following draw-

o« ST INAWTRYy
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These copies were mailed to six dif-
ferent chapters so that they could be used
in advertising our reunion. Let them all
kncw we're very much alive, fellows, and
join our great association.

Some fifty members and wives attended
a very outstanding meeting in ‘April by
the Monessen members of the Pittsburgh
Chapter. A surprise birthday cake with
all 25 candles for our Division President,
Sam Klippa, highlighted our delightful
meal.

A new member, Harry Hudson and wife,
attended the April meeting. Harry was in
322 F.A. Bn. Service Battery. Welcome,
Harry, hope to see you often. Also new
was John Caruso, Reg. Hq.-330. Nice to
see our meeting attendance increasing.
You fellows in Mcnessen are good hosts.

Our Chapter Treasurer, Alfred Gruber,
has made arrangements for another night
cut, a dinner-dance, and we know a good
time for all is in store. You're doing a
good job, Al, keep up the good work.

A member of Co. A-331 made a plea
for fellows to get out of their sacks and
plan for the 1966 Reunion. Just want to
shoew you a picture of some of the fel-
lows who made the 1954 Pittsburgh Re-
union. Thanks, Charles Caven, for the pic-
ture. Hope it brings back some good old
memories.

L to R: Dave Feig, Dave Benick, Charles
Caven, Glen Wible and Dick Ammon.

Warren Chapter

Ladies Auxiliary
By Millie Kelly

Hi Everybody,

Hope you all had a very nice Easter
and are patiently waiitng for the warm
weather.

Lee and Birdie Titus have joined the
Grandparents Club of the Warren Chap-
ter. Their scn, Leroy, Jr., and his wife are
the proud parents of a bouncing baby boy,
born on April 6 and, incidentally, Lee and
Birdie celebrated their wedding anniver-
sary on the same day.

There are two 25th wedding anniversar-
ies coming up also. The Kelly’s celebrate
theirs on April 17 and the Minotti’s on
May 31 and we are looking forward to a
get-together on these dates. Everyone in-
vited. " ;

We women have completéd two projects
so far. The selling of Chrismtas cards and
our annual Spring Candy Sale. We do this
to raise money fcr our pet charitizs and
everybody pitches in and does all they can
at these times.

Joe and Mary Nuzzi’s twins are in the
Air Force and Mary is putting away a
lot of left over food.

Dimps Minotti finally wen her bout for
a new home and we are all meeting there
this month for our monthly meeting.

The new officers who will be officiating
are: Mary Nuzzi, President; Theresa Gaut-
schi, Vice President; Elizabeth Skovran,
Secretary; Angela Phillivone, Treasurer.

We are planning to make the convention
in Pittsburgh and hope to renew a lot of
old friendships.

So long for now.



Your Secretary’s Report

For the seven years that I have been
secretary-treasurer of our Association I
have seen the paid up membership rise
from 334 at the end
of the 1958 Associa-
tion fiscal year to the
present 900, at this
writing which should
be well over the 900
mark by the end of
this fiscal year on
July 31, next.

In that time, also,
our total assets have
increased from $812.
to well over $5,000.
in savings and check-
ing accounts.

L This, of course, is
due to the wonderful cooperation I re-
ceived from those of you members who
helped in our membership drive each
year by contacting your old buddies and
selling them on the idea of membership in
the Association, by your genercsity in
sending in a buddy membership and on
the success of our yearly publicity cam-

paign.

Each year we reach many men who
have never heard of the 83rd Infantry
Division Association and I'm amazed at
the amount of new members we sign up
through the attendance at the Reunion
and during the rest of the year even
though it has been more than 20 years
since the end of activities in the E.T.O.
and we cannot praise our publicity direc-
tor, Vie Landis, enough as it is through
his efferts that all this has bea2n made
pessible along with the efforts of those I
menticned previously.

It is also surprising and somewhat dis-
appointing how many of the cld regulars
do not respond each year in spite of three
or four notices sent to them. If these men
sent in their dues our paid up membership
could reach fantastic heights and that
1000 membership we have been striving
for all these years would, long since, have
become a reality.

This being my last year as your secre-
tary-treasurer I would like to thank all
of you for the many courtesies extended
to me, for your wonderful cooperation and
for the remarks, comments and criticisms
that helped make my tour of duty a most
pleasant one.

To the many friends I have made dur-
ing my 20 years of membership in the
Association it has been a pleasure, it is
now a pleasure and will always be a
pleasure to call you “friend” and I hope
vou all feel the same as I do.

My apologies to any of you who may
have been caused any inconvenience
through an error or goof I might have

made somewhere along the line; it was
not dene intentionally and no offense was
meant.
Lecoking forward to seeing many of you
at the Reunion in Pittsburgh.
See you in the next issue. Best regards.
Harry W. Lockwood
Regt. Hgqg. - 329

New Jersey Chapter News

By Harry W. Lockwood
Regt. Hg. - 329

Like other chapters in this part of the
country we, of the New Jersey Chapter
are happy to know that nice weather is
just arcund the corner.

The past two months our attendance at
the meetings has fallen off, for one reason
or ancther but we look for things to pick
up as soon as the weather breaks.

Needless to say we are all looking
fcrward to the reunion coming up in Au-
gust and this has been the prinicpal topic
among those c¢f us who have been present
at the past couple of meetings and I'm
sure that the New Jersey Chapter will be
as well represented at that annual affair
this year as we have been in previous
years.

To those of our chapter and any 83rders
who may ecare to come, the V.F.W. Post
2867 in Garfield will hcld a Cabaret Night
at the American Legion Post around the
cerner from the V.F.W. Post on June 11
and expect a full house. They ars asking
that all who plan to attend get their res-
ervations in as early as pcssible.

Tickets for this affair are $6.00 per
couple and we are trying to get a group
of 83rders together to have oar own area
set off with a banner designating the 83rd.

Tables will seat ten people and if we
get our reservations in right away we can
have as many tables as we need. Come on
fellows, make it a night out fcr you and
your lady, (I'm sure she deserves it) and
help support our buddies in the V.F.W.
Post and, at the same time, enjoy the com-
pany of a real nice group of people. Get
in touch with me as scon as you can and
leave the rest to me.

The New Jersey Chapter was saddened
by the death of Jim Bowie’s father on
March 2, 1966 and by the death of Charlie
Sihlanick’s mother 16 days later on March
18. We, of the Chapter extended our deep-
est sympathies to both of cur buddies in
their hour of bereavement.

Charlie Sihlanick and the New Jersey
Chapter wish to thank the V.F.W. Post
for their thoughtfulness in sending flowers
on behalf of his departed mother.

Vite Lascari, president of the Chapter,
wants all members to know that he is ex-
pecting to ses a good turnout at ths next
meeting.

Good health to all, see you in the next
issue.



Signal Musings

Another Memorial Day, a day to re-
members and honor those who have given
their lives for their country. Let us not
forget to remember
the buddies who lived
through the wvarious
battles of our history.
It is the living who
must ecarry on to
achieve the ideals
and principles for
which these men died.
I think the 83rd can
again be proud for
the efforts in this di-
rection on the part
of Larry Redmond
and Edgar Cormier.
May I add my per-
sonal thanks to these two individuals and
those who supported them.

You fellows have been suffering from
broken arms from all the mail T have re-
ceived recently— sorry about that! Sgt.
Chicos sent me a long list of addresses
quite some time ago and I am in the proc-
ess of checking the known addresses for
accuracy. At the present time I have about
10 letters and cards from his listing but
no response as yet. Steve, I am using the
list and thank you a lot. To support the
efforts of Sam Klippa and the Pittsburgh
group I am concentrating on the Penn.
boys. Hope it will help you guys out for
the 1966 Reunion, Sam. Elsewhere in this
issue is a picture I hope someone can help
me identify. I hope it is good enough to
get a print of it — I left that up to Edi-
tor Harry Lockwood. It looked like Spen-
cer Heit, formerly (perhaps still) of Ro-
chester, N. Y. Should be a picture of me
before and after if Harry dares to print
it. Thought it might help some of you
to remember me.

You fellows that can make the Pitts-
burgh boys happy at the 1966 Reunion by
Start Planning Now! Sorry, I have no in-
side information for this issue but I hope
to have information from some of the
new contacts for the next issue. Until next
issue, please be patient; I can’t help but
improve.

Don Hinz

Birth Announcement

Congratulations are in order to Manny
and Adeline Martin on the birth of Karen
Ann born April 23, 1966.

She weighed in at 5 pounds % ounces.
Mother and Dad are doing fine. Manny is
a member of the Association’s executive
board. He lives at 424 Freelove Ave., Fall
River, Mass.

Don Hinz - 1945

Don Hinz - 1966

The following picture was sent in by
Don Hinz, 219 11th Ave., Worthington,
Minnesota. It was taken at the Castle Rest
Center in Passau, Germany in the summer
of 1945. The Signal Company was at Vils-
hofen at that time. u

Don would like to know if He/is correct
in thinking the G.I. in the picturelis Spen-
cer Heit of Rochester, N. Y.

Anyone having this information contact
Don.




Co. F 329

News and Side Lights
By Vic Landis

A glad to repert at this writing that
F-329 is leading the pack in paid up mem-
berships with 50. G-331 as always is close
behind with 42. It has been ever thus and
our two units usually have over 10 per
cent of the total paid up memberships.
Hats off to Ed Murphy and his gang for
the wenderful work they have been doing
for G-331. We, of F-329 love their friend-
ly competition. Come and catch up boys.

Note that George Whitehead, Hubert
Degnan, Bill Hutton, Doc Keith, Gerry
Morrison, Bill Fleming, Ralph Klug, Pop
Maranovich and Joe Putnak have not paid
their dues. Get off your duff and send in
your five hoggies.

. Sorry to report that Jim and Trudy
Fowler will probably not be with us at
Pittsburgh, as they will make a trip to
Tripoli and spend quite some time with
their daughter, Janice, her husband Saleh
and their grandchildren. It will be during
cur reunion dates. Good luck nice people.

That’s about all. Let’s all get in there

and “Charge”.

Part of Co. F-329 taken at their C.P. in
Myrtle Beach.

Hello Buddies:

Here we are past the half way mark
of another great year in the history of
the 83rd Infantry Division Association. To
those of you who have joined us for the
first time, we, the old timers in this As-
scciation extend to you a most cordial
welcome. To those of you, who like my-
self are more or less dedicated to this
great Association, we can feel proud that
the Association is able to brag of an-
other most successful year. As it stands
right now, we have about the largest
membership that this Asscciation has ever
seen. Were it not that we have so many
of our members who have failed to send
in their dues as of this date. we would
have been able to brag of that goal of
1000 that we have set out to reach all

A Report From Your

National Publicity Director
By Vie Landis—F-329

Due to the illness of my three sisters
and my brother, Rev. Ted H. Landis, pub-
licity on the whole has lagged the past
few mcenths, but am preparing an all-out
effort, from here on in. Have high hopes
it will be the best campaign ever. Will
have the nation and Canada covered like
a tent.

Hate to keep repeating myself, but one
one of greatest publicity angles, is YOU
BUDDIES WRITING YOUR OLD BUD-
DIES AND TELLING THEM ABOUT
OUR GREAT REUNIONS.

Explain to them the great times we
have and our fine programs and enter-
tainment. Let them know they will be met
with open arms and more than merely
welcome.

Hope all of your read the April issue
of the Readers Digest’s “The Last Battle”
and noted the wonderful write up on the
cld 83rd, the rag tag circus. It should
make all of us throw out our chest and
be proud we were the fighting men of
the 83rd.

It is not too late for all you old reg-
ulars to send in a buddy membership. Try
it once, you will feel better.

these years.

I am sorry to say that as of this date,
we have better than 200 of our members,
who were paid up members last year,
who are nct this year. We ask ourselves,
“is it because of something said or done
in the Association that has kept these men
from being a paid up member?”, no, I
dare say it isn’t that reason, the main
reason is nothing more than carelessness
cn their part that they have failed to send
in their dues. Check your wallet today. See
if you have a paid up membership card.
If not, invest that $5.00 today to make vou
a paid up member in the greatest Division
Association in the country. Other associa-
tions are jealous of our Association. Hav-
ing been a national officer of this As-
scciation, I have had the opportunity to
correspond with several other associations.
Thev can’t seem to realize that our mem-
bership holds up like it does and that we
have the turnouts that we have at owr
revnions. Even though we are past the
halfwav mark in our Association vear and
dues will be due again in August. If you
are not paid up, please send it today. It
costs money to operate this organization,
nlease do your part. Be proud to be able
to be a member of the 83rd Infantry Di-
vision Association, just as vou were proud
to have served with the 83rd Infantry Di-
vision in World War II

Larry Redmond
Co. “H” 330th



Fall River Chapter News
By Manny Pacheco—Co. L-331 :
Hope this finds everyone in good health,

high spirits and that you all had a Happy
Easter.

Manny Martin was
hospitalized recently,
nothing seriocus, thanx
God, and he was re-
leased with a clean
bill of health.

Our Buffet and
Dance, held on Feb.
19, 1966, was a big
success and all who
attended had more
than enough to eat,
lots to drink and
everyone had a ball.
To all who assisted
in making this affair
possible and successful, my heartfelt
thanks for a job well done.

Our next Buffet and Dance is planned
for June 18, 1966 with music by that ever
popular BEBE and His Musical TOPS.
A grand tiise is in store for all and tick-
ets will be limited.

According to all reports thus far on the
coming reunion in Pittsburgh, Pa. it has
all the earmarks of becoming the finest
reunion we have ever had the pleasure of
attending. The gang of the Fall River
Chapter is excited over th fact that re-
union time is fast approaching and plans
are being made to attend in full strength
if all goes well. Let’s hope it doas.

The following pictures are from our
Buffet. and Dance.

Getting the tables ready — Tony Telles
and Henry (Peanuts) Cyr.

Mary and Lenny Terres and friends.

Teo Pooped to Pop. Doris Cyr.

Chicago

Metropolitan Chapter
By Jim Burton—Co. D-329th

Here in the windy city of Chicago things
are looking up and we're starting to think
ahead to the convention in Pittsburgh
when we will be able to meet again with
old friends and hope we meet some bud-
dies who may be new to the Asscciation.
After our return we will be going
F-U-L-LL B-L-A-S-T to make ready for
the 1967 convention here in Chicago. We
hope we will have the biggest tvurnout
in the history of the 83rd Asscciation.

Last month we had a social get-together
on St. Patrick’s night and we all agreed
that it was a terrific evening as everyone
there had a wonderful time. Terrific re-
freshments and dinner and of course we
sang our share of Irish songs.

Memcrial Day is fast approaching and
may we all remember our fallen buddies
and pay homage to their memory and their
sacrifice.

SEE YOU IN PITTSBURGH!



20th Annual Reunion Program

THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 1966

9:00 AM. - 5:00 P.M.
1:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.

Regiflesbionr ... ... . . ... .. . . .. Mezzanine
Tours of Braun's Bakery and Heinz Food

Get Acquainted Party, 83rd Movies and Refreshment

FRIDAY, AUGUST 12, 1966

Ball Room Foyer

Buses leave for tour of South Hills Shopping Center

for WOMEN. Buses return to Hotel by 5:00 P.M.

Business Meeting

... Ball Room No. 3

Buzes depart for tour of Duquesne Brewery
Board Party Liner for Buffet Dinner, Cruise and Dancing.

Refresments will be served aboard.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13, 1966

7:30 PM. - ?

9:00 AM. - 9:00 P.M. Registration
9:30 AM. -

10:00 A.M. - NOON

1:00 P.M.

6:00 P.M.

9:00 AM. - 5:00 P.M. Registration

10:00 A.M. - NOON
12:30 P.M. - 1:30 P.M.

Business Meeting
Unit Luncheons

Mezzanine

Ball Room No. 3

Ball Room No. |

Dancing and Refreshments to fellow Banquet. Pittsburgh

Chapter Hospitality Room will be open at all fimes
except during meetings and Memorial Service.

We are working on our Program Book

2:00 P.M. Memorial Service
6:30 P.M. - Famous 83rd Banquet
8:30 P.M.

Convention

Chairman’s Corner

By Charles Altomari— Co. C-308 Eng.

In this issue of Thunderbolt you will
find the program of events for the 20th
Annual Reunion to be held at the Pitts-
burgh-Hilton Hotel in
Pittsburgh, Penna. on
August 11, 12 and 13,
1966. We trust that
it meets with your
approval. If any
changes are made,
they will appear in
the Convention issue
. of Thunderbolt which

. comes out in July.

We, here in Pitts-
burgh, have been
meeting very often
lately, getting writ-
ten contracts for our
various functions and, as of this writing,
plans are coming along smoothly.
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and the ads are starting to come in. We
are putting on a tremendous drive with
our publicity and advertising campaign
and also for membership. We are hoping
it pays off. Many of our members are
writing to their buddies and we are ex-
pecting the largest turnout ever and the
hotel is the finest and best in the city
of Pittsburgh.

The hotel has cooperated with us to the
fullest extent and there should be no dif-
ficulty getting rooms this year. Please,
though, send in your reservations as soon
as you can so you can be assured of get-
ting the type of reservation you desire.

Locking forward to seeing you all at
the reunion. Meantime, I’ll see you in the
next issue of Thunderbolt; till then best
regards. In closing, I might mention that
we would appreciate an ad in the program
journal from all who would like to help
the cause along and a booster or patron
ad from any and all members of the As-
sociation. Please help us put this thing
over with a bang.



The following pictures are of the 908th
FA:

Sgt. Matt “Boom-bcom”™ Brumbach’s sec-
tion on Christmas, 1944. That’s Matt
squatting in the center, first row.

Sgt. Sam Alello’s 4th Section, Christmas,
1944. Sam is the little guy in the center,
rear.

Sgt. Sam Aiello’s gun crew in Hurtgen
Forest, December, 1944.

Thanks To James Sanders, 2 Shere Road,
Wayne, N. J. for he use of them.
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Frankly Speaking

I would like to devote my article of this
issue to the men of “D” Company, 330th,
and would like to take this opportunity to
thank all those men
who sent in their na-
tional dues this year
so far and made it
possible for “D”
company to be in the
top ten in the Paid
Up Member Roster.
I would also like to
take this opportun-
ity to ask any of you
fellcws, who have not
sent in their dues as
yvet to please do so
and this will help us
to get into the top

Sma

five!

I am also proud this year to announce
that we now have Sargent Claude Dodd,
who was our First Sargent in Company
“D” and I am most sure you all remem-
ber him. He also promised me that he
will be in Pittsburgh this year in August
for the reunion and I certainly would like
to see a gcod turnout of all the men of
company “D” this year just like we had
back in 1949 in Pittsburgh. I am most sure
that Dodd will be very pleased to see all
of our faces again and to:give us orders.
Ha! Ha! r

I hate to mention names m this col-
umn and, therefore, I am not gomg to do
it but I know of about five or+six of our
men who weare always good paid up mem-
bers have failed to send in their dues this
yvear. Therefore, all of you take out your
membership card and see if it says “1966”.
If not, please send in your dues before it
is too late.

This is about all I have at this time
but there will be another issue before re-
union time and at that time 1 will tell
vou how successful I was with this article.
Please help me in every way p0551b1r=
even if you have to pay a buddy’s dues in
order to put us on top.

Hope to see all of you in Pittsburgh,
August 11, 12 and 13.

Frank MecGrogan-:
Company D-330th

Attention All Members

The Post Office informs us that no bulk
mail will be delivered unless the Zip Code
is included in the address.

This is to go into effect on January 1,
1967 but we would appreciate it if you
will send ycur Zip Code number to the
Secretary-Treasurer as soon as you can.

Send it to the following address:

Harry W. Lockwood

43 Oakland Ave.,

Jersey City, New Jersey 07306



The Greater
Philadelphia Chapter

Hello Buddies:

Now that we have passed the half way
mark of another year in the history of our
Association, the months will start rolling
by and before we
know it, Reunion
time will be upon us.
Let us all start to-
day making plans to
attend this Reunion.
As you well know,
Pittsburgh will be
the Reunion City, and
unfortunately for
some of us who are
always able to get
our vacations the
third week in August,
we are going to have
to make other plans,
as the Reunion will be a week earlier this
year. This will be the weekend of August
11, 12 and 13. Let’s all get on the band-
wigon and make this the largest Reunion
yet.

Well, now to get back to the Greater
Philadelphia Chapter. We have had a very
wonderful and successful year, along with
some sorrow. This year we have had the
misfortune of having had several deaths
in the families of our members. Whenever
possible we had .representation at the
wakes to pay the respect of the Chapter.
In the line of our good times during the
year, we have tried something different.
Ever since our Chapter was organized, we
held our meetings on the third Thursday
of the month, we have made a change on
that, and now hold them usually the third
or fourth Saturday of the month, and make
it a combined Meeting and Social. This has
turned out pretty well; we have been for-
tunate in having a larger turnout and it
has been something different. We have
been holding it at Lou Volpi’s new rest-
aurant, on Baltimore Pike in Wawa. (To
those of you driving through our great
city, by way of Route 1, be on the look-
out for this restaurant.)

At our last meeting and social we had
a very wonderful time, we had a biffat
dinner, which was out of this world. It
was really a Chef’s Special. There was
plenty of food for all and a delightful
menu prepared. I am sure that among us,
some of the men had to leave a notch out
on their belts after finishing the food that
was set out for them, I am sure that some
of the women had an over abundance of
food also. We had anproximately 70 in at-
tendance at this affair. After the dinner,
we adjourned to a private rcom where the
regular Chapter meeting was held. At this
meeting we held election of officers for
the coming year. They will be installed

at the regular Chapter Banquet to be held
on Sunday, May 29th. This promises to
be a very gala affair.

The real purpose of this Buffet Dinner,
was that it was a farewell party to one
of the Charter Members of our Chapter.
Ed Pauline, past President of our Chap-
ter, past vice-president and reunion chair-
man of the Association, has been trans-
fered in his job to Califcrnia and has left
the Philadelphia area. He will be sadly
missed by our active Chapter members
who have been in such close contact with
him. We of the Greater Philadelphia Chap-
ter extend our congratulations and best
wishes to Ed on his promotion. I am sure
that Ed will maks many new friends in
California. The Greater Philadelphia Chap-
ter presented a very beautiful Silver Plat-
ter to Ed and his wife Ruth, as a token
of cur sincere feelings towards him. May
God Bless them and grant them good luck
in their new home.

This affair appeared to be one of the
greatest times that we have had as we
had the good fortune of two of our Chap-
ter members meeting buddies that they
hadn’t seen since they were in Germany.
The most unusual meeting cf all was be-
tween two members, both of whom have
been active in the Chapter for several
years, yet not having had the opportunity
of meeting one another. I was quite
amazed when Ken Seiger, Co. H-329th,
came up to me and asked if Art Federici
was going to be there. I told him that he
was there and pointed him out. Both men
met for the first time since the war and
neither recognized the other. Ken has
been a past Chapter President and was
active in the Chapter for years. Art has
been a Chapter member for years and
was quite active, but never happened to
be able to attend a meeting when Ken
could, and when Ken did, Art was miss-
ing. Another meeting for the first time
since the war was between Paul Hancher,
Baltimore, Maryland, 308th Engineers,
and Lester Hauck, 308th Engineers. Paul
happened to be in Philadelphia visiting
his buddy, Harry Kirby, 308th Engineers
and came to the affair with him. This
helped make this a very successful affair.
It just proves how easy it is to meet an
old buddy, that is why I keep trying to
entice men to join the Associaticn and try
to attend Reunions. Some men tell me
they dropped out because thev never met
anyone they knew. I did that for years,
today I know everyone.

Well buddies, as cf the publication of
this issue, we will be celebrating Memorial
Day. Let us all take an extra minute out
to pay our respects to our less fortunate
buddies, who lay in the veterans’ cemeteries
in Europe as well as here in the United
States. Let us always remember, were it
not them, it could have been us.

Larry Redmond—Co. H-330th



“We Wish Them Luck”

It is always difficult to say farewell
to friends. The Greater Philadelphia Chap-
ter of the 83rd Infantry Division will miss
Ed and Ruth Paulino
who will soon be
leaving us and go to
California, where Ed
has been given an
opportunity to man-
age a new plant. We
all know that Ed is
a hard worker, and
we know he will be
successful in this new
endeavor.

Ed has always
been an “Eager Beav-
er” to make the Phil-
adelphia Chapter a
success. He has held many offices in our
organization. He has often volunteered
and served on many committees to make
our Chapter number one on all of their
endeavors. We will always remember how
skillfully he served as Convention Chair-
man of our Atlantic City Convention. A
Reunion that everyone who attended, ack-
nowledged as one of the best held. It will
not be easy to replace a pair like Ed and
Ruth. They will always be remembered
as a team, who gave the Philadelphia
Chapter, all they could and then some
more. i

We, his friends, are grateful for this
cpportunity to extend to Ed and Ruth
the fact that we will always treasure their
friendship, and be proud to call them
friends.

To Ed and Ruth — we wish the best
of luck in all their endeavors.

Dave Rosenberg—Co. F-331
Philadelphia Chapter

Detroit Chapter News
By Jack Daugherty—Co. L-329

Here is it time for another issue of
Thunderbolt and I look forward to every
issue.

There’s not too much to report from
the Detroit area at this time. Spring sure
has been slow in coming this year but I
know the weather will improve soon.

This being the Memorial Day issue I
guess we all have a lot to be thankful for
and hope that by next year, this time, all
those young boys that we are sending over
to Vietnam will be home with their fam-
ilies.

Bill Palazzolo was out to see us last
week. Bill and Virg’s boy, Joe, is in Fort
Sill, Oklahoma and is just about to go to
Vietnam so Bill and Virg are taking a
trip down to see Joe.

The Pittsburgh Chapter said, in the last
Thunderbolt, that they would keep every-
one posted on their next party. Well, if
and when, just let us know here in De-
trcit, by dropping a card to me, John
Daugherty, 19920 Inkster, Romulus, Mich.
Hope that Sam Klippa is feeling much
better by this time.

Received a letter from Dennis O. Dunn,
of Clinton, North Carolina. He and his
wife are looking forward to making the
reunion in Pittsburgh in August and it
will sure be good to see them.

I got a real kick out of seeing that pic-
ture of some of the boys of my old outfit,
especially the one of Vernon Callihan and
John Owens. I sure remember you.two
guys. If I am not mistaken Callihan-was
cook for our outfit and was better known

as the “Belly Robber”. i@ = b

We were sorry to hear of the death of
Ed. Paulino’s father. and we' extend our
sympathy to Ed. and Ruth.

See you all in the next issue. .

330th Regimental Unit

Hello Buddies:

Once again I wish to say hello to those
of you who served with the 330th Infan-
try Regiment. In checking over the roster
of members in the Association, I feel
mighty proud of the men of the 330th Reg-
mental Unit for the growth in membership
in the Association this year. As I glance
over this roster, I see several names on
it that were not on it last year or the
year before or the yar before that, which
means that the 330th has picked up sev-
eral new members.

We have tried and tried to contact our
former 330th buddies; some of us have
been successful, others, have had no luck.
Let us all make a last ditch stand on our
membership drive, let each and everyone
of us try contacting as many of our for-
mer buddies as possible and try to sell

i3

him a membership. Remember, a team is
no better that its players. We are a team,
as it stands right now, we have the bases
loaded with two men out, you are the
batter coming up, it depends on you to
drive in the winning runs or strike out.
Let us remember, several years ago we
set a goal of 1,000 paid up members; as
of right now we need more than 100 to
reach that goal. You can help reach it.
This issue cf the “THUNDERBOLT”

will be the Memorial Day issue: let each
and everyone of us of the 330th Regi-
mental Unit, bow our heads in a moment
of silent prayer for our departed buddies
who sacrificed their lives for a great
cause. Let us always remember that buddy
next to us; were it not he that got it, it
may have "been you. He is deserving of
your prayers and your respect.

Sincerely,

Larry Redmond

Co. H - 330th Regt. Unit
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G Co. 331st Reporting
By E. J. “Spud” Murphy

0Old friends, here we are with less than
three months, until our reunion in Pitts-
burgh come August. Have you all final-
ized your plans to be with your old bud-
dies? Dcn’t let them down. They have
been counting on seeing you this year for
a long time now.

Qur national cffice informs me, that to
date, old G Co. has 42 paid up members.
New if we can make as admirable a show-
ing attendance wise in Pittsburgh, we can
advance cn the smoky city with pride in
ourselves.

Janet Gaynor sends word along that
our cld buddy Mcrt, was the victim of an
unfertunate accident at his place of work
in mid-March. Seems that an electrical
flash at a sub-staticn left old Mort pretty
badly burned. At last word we had, there
was still a question of a skin graft on his
hands. Your cld buddies are united to the
man Mort, in their farvent hope that by
the time you read this issue of the T-Bolt,
you will be fully recovered, and reunited
with your family. Let the old boy hear
from you guys. Ycu can send him a card
at 464 Welch’s Point Road, Milford, Conn.

News in a lighter vain arrives from Joe
Kvuzma. Jce would like his old pals to
kncw that he took the vows on January 15.
After a honeymoon in Canada, Joe and his
new bride are back at Joe’s old address
in Bavonne. Ccnerats to the “Kooz” and
the Mrs. from the old gang.
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Joe Kuzma (Co. G-331) and his lovely
bride.

(4]}
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Let each ¢f us in his own way remem-
ber his dearly departed buddies this Me-
morial Day and all year round. Be ever
mindful of what their supreme sacrifices
have meant to the country, and the world
at large.

Despite repeated reminders, a few of
you old reliables still forgot to remit your
dues. How about writing out that check
before you put this little mag down to-
night, so it won’t silp your mind again?
It isn’t tco late to improve upon our mem-
bership roster.

Hope you all sent Al Seuss a buck
apieca at 2371 Shelly St. in Pittsburgh,
sc we will see your name on the Booster
roster.

A Little Bit From
Co. C - 308th Engineers

By Lester Hauck

It’s been awhile since you’ve heard from
me but I can assure you that news is hard
to get when you live in Perkiomenville,
Penna. (Indian translation for Perkiomen
means “somewhat clouded”).

At Christmas time I got a card from
Jochn Heard, Route 1. Canton, Georgia,
who said he had lost all contact with the
83rd after he was wounded and never got
back to the outfit. I’ve sent him some ad-
dresses and a little bit of gossip so how
about scme c¢f you Co. C men dropping
him a line.

Uve also gotten in touch with Kendall
Wilson of Marion Station, Marvland. He
is in the tomato canning business and can-
not get away in August, September or
October.

At the last reunicn in Pittsburgh two
men from Co. C-308 Eng. were present
but we since have lost contact with them
and would appreciate it if anyone in the
Pittsburgh area could supvolv us with in-
formation on them as we’d like to get in
toneh with them and have them at the re-
nicn this year. They arz Raymend Pike,
last known address: 92 Sprucewood Drive,
Bethel Park, Pa. and Louis Noch whose
last address was 146 Van Bur-n. Pjtte-
horegh. Pike, at that time worked for the
Corp. of Eneineers as a diver on the River
Leceks and Neeh was a truck driver for a
meat distributor.

Hope you can help us locate these men.
Send all information to me. Lester Hanck,
Perkiomenville, Penna. or John Robinette,
3_16 North DeQuiney St., Indianapolis, In-

iana.

MAKE YOUR PLANS
NOW TO ATTEND
THE
ANNUAL REUNION



Many, many thanks to Cornelius Ryan
for the wonderful write up he gave the
83rd Infantry Division in his book, “THE
LAST BATTLE” a condensed version of
which appears in the March, April and
May issues of Readers Digest.

I found it to be thoroughly enjoyable
reading and can recommend it highly to
any and all who enjoy good bocoks.

Mr. Ryan also wrote “rHE LONGEST
DAY” a story of the Invasion of Nor-
mandy on June 6, 1944 which, also, was a
theroughly enjoyable book.

Appropro of this is an article I received
from Harry Fetzer which may bring back
a bit of nostalgia to many of you old
83rders.

Dear Harry,

If nothing happens in the meantime I
hope to see the gang at reunion in Pitts-
burgh. '

Enclosed is an article I found in an old
issue of Stars & Stripes, thought you
might like to use it in Thunderbolt.

Harry Fetzer
503 Decatur St.
Cumberland, Maryland
RAG-TAG CIRCUS —
THEY MAKE HISTORY.
By Ernest Leiser
Stars and Stripes Staff Writer.

With 83rd Inf. Div. Across the Elbe
April 14, (Delayed) — Gen. Simpson, him-
self, sent down to find out how they did it.

This Rag-Tag ‘“traveling circus”, that
rode and fcught over 200 miles of Ger-
many in some ten days, keeping up with
ithe best of American armor, just didn’t
belong in the books of modern warfare.

It was impossible but the 83rd Inf. Div.
did it. From the time they were relieved
from the brideghead they had secured
acrcss the Weser to the crossing of the
Elbe and the holding of the brideghead on
the far side, they had not only kept up
with the armer, they had outstripped it.

They used any kind of transport you
can name——tanks, TDs, trucks and jeeps,
all bursting at the seams with GI pass-
engers and then, added to that were Ger-
man cars, trucks, fire engines, bicycles
and even wheelbarrows.

Except for a day or so they had abso-
lutely no attached trucks to haul their fast
freight so they had to dod with whatever
they could find along the road, and they
found plenty.

Strange things happened in that ten day
Blitz — things that could only have hap-
pened to this “Coxey’s Army.”

The other day, as they were rolling
along, a little German sedan was weaving
in and out of the column, passing vehicles.

No one wouI'd have noticed it — there
wasn’t anything unusual in this convey
about a German vehicle — if the driver

hadn’t kept henking his horn imperiously.
Pfe. David Webster, a Signal Co. man
from Terre Haute, Indiana, tock a second

look at the car and saw that the guy in-
side had on a German uniform — with red
collar patches. The 83rd had captured a
German General who was going east in
even a greater hurry than they were.

In ancther case, the column overtook
a German convey, consisting of a Colonel
and his staff, traveling the same way on
the same road.

Up with the 1st Battalion of the 329th
Inf. Regt., fighting their first real battle
since they tcok cff, the men were still
reminiscing abcut ducking shells at the
perimeter of the Elbe brideghead. They
were bitter about some of the things they
saw.

S/Sgt. Dean Derey of Bristol, Tenn. de-
scribed the British and Americans, they
had freed in their sweep, about how they
had cried when the 83rd came along and
how the German guards had previously
beaten the civilians whe had se¢ much as
offered them a glass of water in their
death march across Germany.

Sgt. George McKana, of Augusta, Ken-
tucky, told of taking 57 pistols, a shot-
gun and a rifle away from some German
Army dcctors who insisted they had a
right to carry them. Pfe. John Shuford, of

Marion, Nerth Carolina, told of his cap-

ture of two boys, one nine years old, and
another 11, wearing a full Wermacht un-
ifeorm in a trench by a roadside.

Clifford Canfield sent in this picture
of four men of his platoon taken in Au-
gust or September, 1944.

Left to right: Sgt. Valavitch, Sgt. Can-
field, Eddie Fagner. The other man un-
knewn.

Canfield was in Co. C-329.



Dear Harry,

As to this dues business, I had good in-
tenticns. Well, the other day I got around
to cleaning out my desk and lo and be-
hold, what popped up but my expired yel-
low membership card. Sorry I'm late but
enclcsed is check for this year’s dues.

I lock forward to each copy of Thunder-
bolt and want you to know that I'm sure
we all appleclate the long hours youa and
your staff put in on the publication.

I haven’t attended many reunions, due
to working conditions but hope to attend
mere in the future.

In all issues I rarely come across names
of men I served with but that is under-
standable. How our lives and ways change
as years go by.

Bast regards and I hope your health is
better and that the GOOD LORD will give
you the strength to continue your most
active duties.

The following pictures were taken in
Zwiesel, Germany of some of the boys in
the A&P Platocn of Hq. Co. 3rd Bn.-329.
Perhaps yoa can find room for them in
some future issue. Wonder how the boys
look today?

Eldon S. Brissman
Hqg. Co. 3rd Bn.-329

Engr. Squad: front, 1 to r: Fergusen, Hep-
burn, Watkins and Sgt. Brooks; rear, 1 to
r: Roth, Make, Babit and Malec

Ammo Squad: frent, | te r: Wear, Asbury,
Brissman and Sgt. Glasscock; rear, |1 to r:
Ruane, DeFonseca, Martin and Ford.

New members since the last issue of
Thunderbolt:

J. E. Boroughs, Crumwell Road, Savan-
nah, Tennessee—Hgq. Co. 1st Bn.-331.

Charles Shipley, 114 Hardin St., Win-
chester, Illinois 62694—Co. E-329.

Marvin E. Vick, 1450 Woodaton Road,
Memphis, Tennessee—Co. D-330.

Frank L. Martino, 1505 Edgeway Drive,
Fairmont, West Virginia 26554—Medics -
329,

Robert Harrell, 706 Olive St. N.E., War-
ren, Ohio—Co. D-330.

Angelo C. Cadena, 417 S. Main St., ¢/o
Schroth Jewelers, Orange, Calif. 92668.

John E. Walsh, 670 Flatbush Ave., West
Hartford, Conn.—Co. L-330.

Herbert J. Brandt. 229 East Van Hoe-
sen, Kalamazzo, Michigan—Co. M-331.

Theodore Pagani, 315 Third St., LaSalle,
Illinois 61301—Co. D-330.

James D. Jewell, 4405 Grand Ave.,
Shadyside, Ohio 43947—Co. G-331.

Walter T. Sokolski, 3304 Cranbrook,
Kalamazoo, Michigan—Co. D-308 Medics.

Carl L. Anderscn, 2274 Yankee Street,
Niles, Michigan 49120—Div. Hqtrs.

William F. August, 20 Rockwell Street,
Winsted, Conn. 06098—Cannon Co.-329.

Joseph A. Cintofanti, 215 Vista Street,
Feasterville, Penna.—Co. L-329.

William H. Clem, Route 3, Box 269,
Manassas, Virginia 22110—Co. B-330.

Norman Schuster, 66 Fairview Ave.,
Sellersville, Penna. 18960—Co. D-331.

William E. Holt, 15 Pentiac Road, Wells-
burg, West Virginia—Co. E-331.

Members reinstated since the last is-
sue of Thunderbolt:

John A. Mason, 1223 Scuth Weadock,
Saginaw, Mlchlgan—Co H-331.

Wilbur A. Campbell, 911 Soles St., Mec-
Keesport, Penna.—Co. D-331.

Leon J. Hutto, P.O. Box 181, Blackville,
So. Carolina—Co. H-330.

Dear Harry,

Enclosed find check for dues. Hope to
hit the 1000 mark this year.

Sorry I could not get to Myrtle Beach
but could nct get my vacation to coin-
cide with those dates.

I werk at the Post Office here and
sometimes my schedule conflicts with
things I'd like to do.

Would like to stay abreast of goings-on
in Dixie Chapter. I see in Thunderbolt the
time and place of a meeting in High Point
and will try to be there.

Best regards to you and the rest and
keep up the good work you are doing.

If anyone is ever in this neck of the
weods, please look me up.

John W. Heffner
Co. K-330
Maiden, North Carolina



Letters to the Editor

Dear Harry,

Had a wonderful time at Myrtle Beach,
wich you could have been there.
Enclosed is a picture of the men of
Co. B-329 who attended the reunion in
Myrtle Beach.
Hope te see all in Pittsburgh.
Edward B. Thomas
954 Rockland Ave., N.W.
Roanoke, Virginia

L to r: Worth Wells, Howard Day, Ed-
ward B. Thomas, Bob Uher, Joe Lang,
Joe Stek and.Billi-_e Walker.

Dear Harry, )
Enclosed find my dues for this year.
Scrry about the delay. )
The following article may be of inter-
est to any of the men whe were in St.
Malo.

I wrote a letter to the Mayor of St
Malo that, having just read the new book,
“Is Paris Burning”, reminded me that 20
years ago, while guarding with Tipacs
platoon of MP’s a warehouse filled with
Naval Stores, a young Frenchman and I
found the whole place loaded with explo-
sives and sea mines set in the floors to
blow it and St. Malo off the face of the
earth. I reported it and it was removed.

While there the German commander,
wounded and a prisoner of a GI wanted
whiskey from his office. I ran him off.

I wonder if the GI remembers that and
if he is a member of the Association.?

I received a very nice letter from the
Mayor of St. Malo — they dent know who
the Frenchman was who warned me.

One more war story; hope it is of in-
terest to some. Hope to see you at the

reunicn.
W. Kent O’Connell
Div. MP’s
183 Acre Lane
Hicksville, Long Island
New York
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Dear Harry,

Received my membership card and car
window decal. Thanks very much.

Here’s scmething that happened to me
a short time ago. At a friend’s night club,
here in Younstown, Ohio, as he and I
were having a couple of drinks a couple
walked in and I noticed that they spoke
broken English. As we got acquainted he
asked me what cutfit I was with overseas
and when I told him the 83rd Infantry
Divisicn he almost fell off the stool.

He told me that my Commander’s name
was Gen. Macon and I almost fell off the
stocl.

He then tecld me that he is a piano
player and that he used to play for Gen.
Macen in Vilshofen, Germany in 1945-46.
He also said the General’s favorite song
wasg Estralita.

Things like this happen once in a mil-
lion.

Would appreaciate it if you will send me
Gen. Macon’s address so that he and I
could write to him.

I mentioned the renuion in Pittsburgh
this year and he said he would like to
come with me.

Best regards and hope to see you in

Pittsburgh.
R Nicheolas L. Marciano
Co. I-331
2808 Zedaker St.
Youngstown, Ohio 44502
£ £ £ %
Dear Harry,

Enclosed find my dues for this year.

Sorry I did not get to the reunion in
1965. I had called for a hotel room but
got sick and could not make it.

Haven't gctten along very well since I
was wounded in 1944.

Read in the last Thunderbolt what was
said about the Viet Nam situation and
can say I am very proud of the small part
I played in World War II. No one knows
what it is all about except those who went
thrcugh it as we and many others did.
I'm sure that the 83rd would give a good
example cf itself if called upon to do it
again.

I think that you and the boys are doing
a real good job keeping the Association
geoing and I want you to know we appre-
ciate it.

Say hello to all the gang for me.

Leon J. Hutto
Ce. H-330

b sk £ %

Dear Sir,

Attended the first reunion in Cleveland,
cne in Indianapolis, one in Pittsburgh and
one in Detroit.

My wife and I plan on coming to Pitts-
burgh this summer and hope to see my
old buddy, Warren Guttendorf.

Enclosed check for dues.

John A. Mason—Co. H-331
1223 S. Weadock
Saginaw, Michigan



Dear Harry,

Enclosed my check for continuing my
dues to the Association.

I wonder if you could send me another
copy of the Thunderbolt (Jan.-Feb.-Mar.,
1966). My son, who was the first baby
baptized in the new 330th Regt. Chapel
at Camp Atterbury in the fall of 1942, is
now a 2nd Lt. with the 25th Inf. Division
in Viet Nam. I would like to send him a
copy of the publication; I think he would
find some articles of real interest in it.

Thanks again for your hard work in
keeping the Association going in such a

fine manner.
William O. Sabom
Co. K-330
10880 Memorial Drive
Houston, Texas
* * * *

Dear Harry, .

Sorry I held of my membership so long.
Am glad it’s finally on the way.

Enjoyed reading Thunderbolt and most
especially the article pertaining to the
Viet Nam situation. This part really show-
ed me I should join as all former 83rd
Division men should.

To the best darn outfit in the ETO I
wish you and the Association success
and enclosed are my dues for this year.

John E. Walsh—Co. L-330
670 Flatbush Ave.
West Hartford, Conn.

* %k k%

Dear Sir,

Enclosed find dues for this year; sorry
I'm late.

Would like to commend you fellows on
the terrific job you are doing in keeping
the Association together and going strong
vear after year. I know you must go all
out and give everything you have to get
such magnificent response at the reunions
each year.

Keep up the good work. Anne and I,
and my two sons, Glen and Mark, will see
you in Pittsburgh in August.

George Trebonyak
Co. F-329
1630 Cleveland Street
Lincoln Park, Michigan
£ = * %
Dear Harry,

Sending in my long overdue dues; sorry
to be late.

Won’t be able to attend the reunion this
vear but will try to make it next year in
Chicago.

Here’s a big Hello to the gang from Co.
A-330 and hepe I may get to hear from
them one of these days.

Paul N. Graff

2177 South 94th

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53227
* * # *

Dear Harry,

Received a copy of Thunderbolt from
an old buddy, Frank McGrogan. It is very
interesting and I've read every word in it.
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Lost all contact with the old outfit un-
til last fall when Paul E. Smith, of Kan-
sas City, Mo. came by and we had a real
good visit.

He gave me a list of former members
of Co. D-330 and I wrote to and heard
from most of them in a few weeks.

I was 1st Sgt. of Co. D-330 from At-
terbury until the end of activities and
hearing from the old gang sure brought
back a lot of memories.

Enclosed find check for dues and hope
to see a lot of my old buddies at the re-
union in Pittsburgh.

Claude W. Dodd
527 Bornman Street
Belleville, Illinois

Obituary

We regret to report the death of John
Speer, Route 23, Acra, New York 12405.

John passed away on December 30, 1965
after an illness of six months.

John served with Co. G-31 during the
war and had been a member of the As-
sociation for the past few years.

Our deepest sympathies are extended
to John’s widow, Rose and his family and
friends in their bereavement.

% b 5 B

We've recently been informed of the
death of John L. Vrtachnik, Jr. on Febr-
uary 7, 1964 in Deaconess Hospital, Cleve-
land, Ohio.

John was a member of Co. E-329 dur-
ing his time in the 83rd.

Our belated sympathies are extended to
John’s widow and four children at this
time.

We do not have John Vrtanchnik’s ad-
dress and would appreciate it if anyone
knowing it please get in touch with Ralph
J. Knorr, P.O. Box 144, Wheeling, West
Virginia 26004.

sk £ £ £

We've just received word of the death
of Albert Shola, on October 16, 1965.

No other information was sent and we
do not know wllat outfit he served with.

* % *

Frank DeLong of 560 Federman St.,
Toledo 9, Ohio, passed away a short time
ago.

Frank was a member of Co. A-308
Medices from Atterbury to the end of the
war and, although not a member of the
Association, I'm sure that some of his old
buddies may want to express their sym-
pathies to his widow, Paula, and son Gary,
at the above address.

Our belated sympathies are extended to
the families and friends of our departed
buddies.

DUES ARE NOW DUE
PLEASE SEND IT IN
IMMEDIATELY.
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